FREDERICK RASBAND 


Frederick Rasband was born on Septem- 
ber 2, 1856, in Provo, Utah, at the home 
of his parents. 

Their home was a wagon in which they 
crossed the plains. His parents were Thomas 
Rasband and Elizabeth Giles Rasband, who 
became members of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints at Lincoln, Eng- 
land. They were baptized by Elder James 
Goodwin. With their baby girl Emily, 11 
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months old, they sailed on the ship “North 
Atland.” On April 12, 1856, they left 
Quincy, Illinois, with a company coming 
to Utah, and arrived in Salt Lake Valley 
on August 16, 1856, and at Provo on Au- 
gust 25, 1856. 

Frederick was born eight days after his 
parents’ arrival in Provo Valley. He was 
born in a wagon box, but later his parents 
were able to build a little home. 

In the spring of 1859, when Frederick was 
less than three years old, the Rasband fam- 
ily, with 18 other families, started up Provo 
Canyon to try to make a new home in the 
valley beyond. On April 30, 1859, they 
began their journey. Traveling up the can- 
yon, they had to make their own road or 
follow cattle trails. It had been thought the 
valley was good only as a feeding place 
for cattle. They crossed Daniels Creek on 
the ice and there were heavy drifts of 
snow along the way. 

As a boy, Frederick helped :s parents, 
brothers and sisters build a home and 
raise food for the family. Even as a little 
fellow he helped pull sagebrush and clear 
the land for cultivation. This was a hard, 
slow task, as most of the breaking up was 
done with oxen. The winters were long and 
severe, and Frederick, with his brothers 
and other boys, did his share of work in 
clearing paths to the place where the stock 
was kept and in getting wood from the 
canyons to keep the family warm. 

Frederick, with the other children of 
the valley, attended school during the win- 
ter months in a little one-room school- 
house. When he became older, he went 
away to work to earn money to help his 
father build the brick home now occupied 
by the Olpin Mortuary. 

Frederick married Mary Elizabeth Haw- 
kins on September 29, 1880, in the Salt 
Lake Endowment House. Mary Elizabeth 
was the daughter of John Bennett Hawkins 
and Sarah Moulton Hawkins, pioneers in 
Salt Lake Valley. Henry Moulton, a 
brother of Mary Elizabeth's mother, owned 
a ranch and built a large, comfortable home, 
which is still in fairly good condition, at 
Keetley. As a young girl, Mary E. spent 
some happy summers visiting at her un- 
cle's ranch and with other relatives in Heber 

Valley, and thus met her husband. The 
young couple built a two-room farm house 
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just south of the home of Frederick's 
brother William. 

Frederick worked in the Hatch store and 
was a leader in all community activities. 
When the YMMIA was organized in Heber 
he was chosen one of the superintendency 
and was the dramatic leader. 

The first child of Frederick and Mary 
Elizabeth, Sarah Elizabeth (Sadie), was 
born May 4, 1885, in the little white two- 
room home, just two days after Mary's 
mother died in Salt Lake City. 

Less than two years later the family of 
three moved to Park City, where four of 
the Rasband brothers owned and operated 
the Rasband Meat 1 Grocery Market. At 
this time the inhabitants of the little min- 
ing town were hard, rough miners, who were 
very much prejudiced against the LDS 
Church and its members. Frederick Ras- 
band was a man of wise judgment and 
gentle persuasion, and soon became a friend 
to all. He was asked to administer to their 
sick and perform the last sad rites for their 
dead. For many years there was no Church 
organization in Park City and the children 
were thrilled to attend Sunday School in 
the Heber Stake Tabernacle or the Eighth 
Ward in Salt Lake City when visiting there. 

The second daughter, Ethel May, was 
born January 31, 1890, just a short time 
after the family had moved into their new 
home, where a layer of straw was placed 
over the floors under the new rag carpets 
woven by hand. 

During the year 1894 two young mis- 
sionaries were sent from Salt Lake City 
to labor among the members of the Church 
in the mining town. They were Elder Henry 
Tanner and Andrew Jenson. At this time 
the first baptismal service was performed 
in a creek running through a field north of 
Park City. 

After the missionaries had departed, Elder 
Thomas L. Allen of Coalville was sent to 
Park City and a branch of the Church was 
organized, with Brother Allen as presiding 
Elder. Soon there was a Sunday School, 
with Frederick Rasband as superintendent. 
All meetings for a short time were held in 
the homes of members. Then as the num- 
bers increased, a lodge hall was rented. 

The last and youngest daughter, Della, 
was born May 10, 1895. 

In November, 1898, Frederick Rasband 


529 


was called to go on a mission to England. 
leaving his wife and three little girls. He 
was the first missionary sent from Park 
City. While he was gone his mother 
passed away. After laboring in England 
about twenty months he was suddenly re- 
leased and told he was needed at home. He 
was much disturbed, as he did not learn 
the reason for his release until after his 
return home, July 2, 1901. 

Soon after the Park City Ward was or- 
ganized and Frederick Rasband was made 
bishop, a position he held nine years. 

Frederick Rasband also was very active 
in civic affairs of the thriving little min- 
ing town. He was a member of the first 
volunteer fire department, was a city coun- 
cilman many years, and was elected as 
state senator in the Utah State Legislature 
from Wasatch and Summit Counties. 

In 1909 the Frederick Rasband family 
moved to Provo and were active members 
of the First and Bonneville Wards. In 1916 
they moved to Salt Lake City and pur- 
chased a home in Highland Park. 

He died February 22, 1947, at the age 
of 90 ycars, after having been ill a year. His 
wife passed away May 9, 1942. They cele- 
brated their golden wedding anniversary 
September 29, 1930. 
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